
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE 
1325 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, Maryland  20910-3283

THE DIRECTOR

THE ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR 
FOR WEATHER SERVICES

The Honorable Lauren Boebert 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515-0603 

Dear Representative Boebert: 

Thank you for your June 4, 2021, letter inquiring about assimilation of data from a Colorado 
state-funded radar into National Weather Service (NWS) systems.  We are pleased to report that 
after months of work, as of June 23, 2021, data from this radar has been incorporated in our 
forecast process for the benefit of individuals and local economies across southern Colorado. 

Incorporating data from sources outside of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) poses significant challenges, ranging from data quality to type of 
measurement to technological integration.  In this case, experts across NOAA worked to acquire 
and integrate these data so our forecasters can use it effectively.  

Since June 23, data from the Alamosa radar are now being used by NWS meteorologists to better 
inform our forecasts and warnings for Coloradans. 

We are grateful for the opportunity to share information with you and invite you to visit either 
our Grand Junction or Pueblo forecast office to see our 24/7/365 operations.  Both forecast 
offices post local weather information on social media1 that we suggest you follow and share as 
appropriate.  We also invite you to become a Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador 
(https://www.weather.gov/wrn/amb-tou) and share our goal of building communities that are 
ready, responsive, and resilient to severe weather events.  Please contact Matthew Borgia at the 
NOAA Office of Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs at (202) 482-1939 or 
matthew.borgia@noaa.gov if you have further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Louis W. Uccellini, Ph.D. 
Assistant Administrator 
  for Weather Services and 
  Director, National Weather Service 

1 Facebook and Twitter, respectively: @NWSGrandJunction and @nwsgjt; @NWSPueblo for both 
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