






January 21, 2021 

Honorable Michael Bennet, United States Senator 
Honorable John Hickenlooper, United States Senator  

Dear Senators Bennet and Hickenlooper: 

The governments and economic development organizations of western Colorado invite you 
to Grand Junction, Colorado for a roundtable discussion on the future of the Bureau of Land 
Management Headquarters (BLM HQ). We firmly believe that the move was in the best 
interest of the Department of the Interior and we are counting on you to forcefully maintain 
your past support and advocacy to keep the headquarters in Grand Junction.    

Three years ago, with bipartisan support across Colorado, we began a campaign to bring the 
Bureau of Land Management to Grand Junction. The reasons we advocated for the 
Headquarters then still stand today. The BLM Headquarters should be located in a place where 
there is actually BLM land, giving citizens and impacted stakeholders who depend on these 
lands better access to agency leadership.  Unfortunately, because the move was completed 
under the Trump Administration, it became severely politized. The timing of the move should 
not take away from the original reasons for the move, which we still stand by today and which 
you helped champion.  

During the pandemic, the BLM HQ hired 41 full time equivalent employees with an average 
wage of $120,000 and has invested $3 million into capital infrastructure, providing an 
important economic impact to western Colorado. 41 families uprooted themselves, relocated 
to Grand Junction, purchased homes and enrolled their children in our schools. Many of those 
positions were positions that the BLM had been unable to fill when they were located in 
Washington, DC. Understandably, people who want to work for the BLM and are passionate 
about public lands want to live in a place where they can enjoy public lands. When those 
positions moved to Grand Junction, the Department of Interior received a wide pool of qualified 
applicants of a quality that they had not received in DC. The relocation to Grand Junction has 
accomplished what we all hoped that it would accomplish, but there is still more to do and we 
need your continued support and resolve to see it through.  



After the loss of the US Space Command to Alabama, it would be absolutely devastating to lose 
the BLM HQ back to Washington, DC. with the stroke of a pen. It is unfortunate that good 
decisions by well-meaning people have been hijacked by the political divide that is tearing our 
country apart. We implore you to not let the BLM HQ become another victim of this divide. The 
BLM HQ moved to put the organization more in touch with the communities that depend on 
them, not because President Trump wanted to weaken the Department of the Interior.  Please 
resist cynical political arguments being made to reverse this important policy victory for rural 
Colorado and public land stakeholders across the West.   

We look forward to hearing from you soon to ensure you have all relevant facts as this decision 
hangs in the balance.  

Sincerely,  

Janet Rowland, Commissioner John Martin, Commissioner Gary Moyer, Commissioner 
Mesa County    Garfield County  Rio Blanco County 
 
Donald Broom, Commissioner Commissioner   Merrit Linke, Commissioner 
Moffat County    Routt County   Grand County 
 
Mike Lane, Commissioner  Sue Hansen, Commissioner Mike Samson, Chairman 
Delta County    Montrose County  AGNC 
 
Diane Schwenke, President  Tim Foster, President  Robin Brown, Director 
Grand Junction Chamber  Colorado Mesa University GJEP 
 
Christian Reece, Director  Duke Wortmann, Mayor Mike Bennett, Manager 
Club 20    City of Grand Junction  City of Fruita 
 
Peter Brixius, Manager  Art Riddile, Mayor  Janet Hawkinson, Manager 
City of Craig    City of New Castle  Town of Palisade 
 
Melonie Matarozzo, Manager Roy B. McClung, Mayor Lisa Cook, Manager 
Town of Collbran   Town of Parachute  Town of Meeker 
 
Lisa Piering, Manager 
Town of Rangely 
 
Cc: Governor Jared Polis 
United States Department of Interior Secretary-Designate Deb Haaland 
Congresswoman Lauren Boebert, Congressman Joe Neguse


